Anti-racism Resources for Teens
Resources that Promote Anti-racism, Diversity & Social Justice

The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater
One teenager in a skirt.
One teenager with a lighter.
One moment that changes both of their lives forever.
Simply click on the
book to ‘Borrow’
or place a ‘Hold’
on this title.
Be sure to have
your library card
ready.

If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have
met. Both were high school students from Oakland, California, one of
the most diverse cities in the country, but they inhabited different
worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and
attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in the
crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day,
their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But one afternoon
on the bus ride home from school, a single reckless act left Sasha
severely burned, and Richard charged with two hate crimes and
facing life imprisonment.
The 57 Bus is Dashka Slater's true account of the case that garnered
international attention and thrust both teenagers into the spotlight.

Dear Martin by Nick Stone

Simply click on the
book to ‘Borrow’
or place a ‘Hold’
on this title.
Be sure to have
your library card
ready.

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there
to help a friend—but none of that matters to the police officer who
just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough neighborhood
behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule
of his new classmates.
Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for
answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr.
King to find out.
Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny,
windows rolled down, music turned up—way up, sparking the fury
of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired.
Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout,
it's Justyce who is under attack.

Girls Resist by Kaelyn Rich
An activism handbook for teen girls ready to fight for change,
social justice, and equality.
Simply click on the
book to ‘Borrow’
or place a ‘Hold’
on this title.
Be sure to have
your library card
ready.

Take on the world and make some serious change with this
handbook to everything activism, social justice, and resistance. With
in-depth guides to everything from picking a cause, planning a
protest, and raising money to running dispute-free meetings,
promoting awareness on social media, and being an effective ally,
Girls Resist! will show you how to go from "mad as heck about the
way the world is going" to "effective leader who gets stuff done."
Veteran feminist organizer KaeLyn Rich shares tons of expertise
that'll inspire you as much as it teaches you the ropes. Plus,
interviews with fellow teen girl activists show how they stood up for
change in their communities. Grab this handbook to crush
inequality, start a revolution, and resist!

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick
Freak the Mighty joins the Scholastic Gold line, which features
award-winning and beloved novels. Includes exclusive bonus
content!
Simply click on the
book to ‘Borrow’ or
place a ‘Hold’ on
this title.
Be sure to have
your library card
ready.

It has been over twenty years — and more than two million copies,
eight foreign editions, and a popular Miramax feature film — since
the world was introduced to this powerful story of a unique
friendship between a troubled, oversized boy and the tiny,
physically challenged genius who proves that courage comes in all
sizes.
This simple yet timeless story explores many themes, including
bullying — an important topic in today's schools. Freak the Mighty is
sure to remain fresh, dramatic, and memorable for the next twenty
years and beyond!

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson

Simply click on the
book to ‘Borrow’ or
place a ‘Hold’ on
this title.
Be sure to have
your library card
ready.

It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat—by
themselves, with no adults to listen in. There, in the room they soon
dub the ARTT Room (short for "A Room to Talk"), they discover it's
safe to talk about what's bothering them—everything from
Esteban's father's deportation and Haley's father's incarceration to
Amari's fears of racial profiling and Ashton's adjustment to his
changing family fortunes. When the six are together, they can
express the feelings and fears they have to hide from the rest of the
world. And together, they can grow braver and more ready for the
rest of their lives.

Stamped by Jason Reynolds & Ibram X. Kendi
This is NOT a history book. This is a book about the here and now.
A book to help us better understand why we are where we are.
A book about race.

Simply click on the
book to ‘Borrow’
or place a ‘Hold’ on
this title.
Be sure to have
your library card
ready.

The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to
create dynamics that separate and silence. This remarkable reimagining of
Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's National Book Award-winning Stamped from the
Beginning reveals the history of racist ideas in America, and inspires hope
for an antiracist future. It takes you on a race journey from then to now,
shows you why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of racism lingers.
It also proves that while racist ideas have always been easy to fabricate and
distribute, they can also be discredited.
Through a gripping, fast-paced, and energizing narrative written by
beloved award-winner Jason Reynolds, this book shines a light on the many
insidious forms of racist ideas—and on ways readers can identify and
stamp out racist thoughts in their daily lives.

The Trouble with Half a Moon by Danette Vigilante
Ever since her brother's death, Dellie's life has been quiet and sad.
Her mother cries all the time, and Dellie lives with the horrible guilt
that the accident that killed her brother may have been all her fault.
Simply click on the
book to ‘Borrow’ or
place a ‘Hold’ on
this title.
Be sure to have
your library card
ready.

But Dellie's world begins to change when new neighbors move into
her housing project building. Suddenly, men are fighting on the
stoop and gunfire is sounding off in the night. In the middle of all
that trouble is Corey, an abused five-year-old boy, who's often left
home alone and hungry. Dellie strikes up a dangerous friendship
with this little boy who reminds her so much of her brother. She
wonders if she can do for Corey what she couldn't do for her
brother—save him.

Turning 15 On the Road To Freedom by Lynda Blackmon Lowery

Simply click on the
book to ‘Borrow’ or
place a ‘Hold’ on
this title.
Be sure to have
your library card
ready.

As the youngest marcher in the 1965 voting rights march from
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, Lynda Blackmon Lowery proved
that young adults can be heroes. Jailed nine times before her
fifteenth birthday, Lowery fought alongside Martin Luther King, Jr.
for the rights of African-Americans. In this memoir, she shows
today's young readers what it means to fight nonviolently (even
when the police are using violence, as in the Bloody Sunday protest)
and how it felt to be part of changing American history.
Straightforward and inspiring, this beautifully illustrated memoir
brings readers into the middle of the Civil Rights Movement,
complementing Common Core classroom learning and bringing
history alive for young readers.

All Boys Aren’t Blue by George M. Johnson

Simply click on the
book to ‘Borrow’ or
place a ‘Hold’ on
this title.
Be sure to have
your library card
ready.

In a series of personal essays, prominent journalist and LGBTQIA+
activist George M. Johnson explores his childhood, adolescence, and
college years in New Jersey and Virginia. From the memories of
getting his teeth kicked out by bullies at age five, to flea marketing
with his loving grandmother, to his first sexual relationships, this
young-adult memoir weaves together the trials and triumphs faced
by Black queer boys.
Both a primer for teens eager to be allies as well as a reassuring
testimony for young queer men of color, All Boys Aren't Blue covers
topics such as gender identity, toxic masculinity, brotherhood,
family, structural marginalization, consent, and Black joy. Johnson's
emotionally frank style of writing will appeal directly to young
adults.

